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PEW NEWS 
St. Michael’s Church, Aspley Heath, Woburn Sands 

Pew News is available on our website each week under ‘Newsletter.’  You are encouraged 
to use this as a means of communicating with all here at St. Michael’s. 

Sunday 28 June – The Fourth Sunday after Trinity 
 

Collect for Today 
O God, the protector of all who trust in you, without whom nothing is strong, nothing is holy: 
increase and multiply upon us your mercy; that with you as our ruler and guide we may so 
pass through things temporal that we lose not our hold on things eternal; grant this, heavenly 
Father, for our Lord Jesus Christ’s sake, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen 
 

Readings 
                                     Genesis 22: 1 – 14  Page 18 

Romans 6: 12 – end  Page 152 
Matthew 10: 40 – end Page 10 

 
The Coming Weeks in St. Michael’s 

Saturday 27 June  9.00 am Churchyard Working Party 
Sunday 28 June  9.45 am Parish Communion 
Thursday 2 July  9.30 pm St Michael’s Toddlers  
Friday 3 July  9.00 am Morning Prayer 
Sunday 5 July  9.45 am Parish Communion  
 

 
Churchyard Working Party 

We are hoping to hold a Churchyard Working Party on Saturday 27 June from 9.00 am-12 
noon. Usual coffee break mid-morning and buffet lunch at 11.45 am.  It will be mainly grass 
cutting and pruning. Do come if you can. 
 

Coffee and Cake Morning 
Following the wonderful success we had with the Coffee and Cake morning in April, we have 
decided to have another one!!  The date for your diaries is Saturday 4 July – 10 am to 12 
noon.  We have already had offers of help for the day which is fantastic but are asking again 
for your help with making cakes for the day.  We had so many wonderful cakes donated last 
time and hope that you will be able to donate again.  All funds raised will be going to St 
Michael’s to assist with much needed funds to keep our beautiful church running.  Please let 
either Hazel or myself know if you will be able to bake.  As always, thank you all for your 
continuing support.                   Hazel and Elaine 
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Report on PCC Meeting 18 June 
We spent much of the meeting discussing financial arrangements for the legacy St Michael’s 
has received from Miss Guinevere Parker.  We do not yet know the final figure for this.  The 
capital sum has to be invested.  The Diocesan Board of Finance have agreed that we can put 
the income generated towards the support of St Michael’s Church, our building and our 
churchyard.  (Initially it appeared that the bequest must only be used for the upkeep and 
maintenance of the churchyard.)  We noted that the money generated, while most welcome, 
will not mean that giving can be reduced.   
We also discussed arrangements for the interregnum.  We now have cover in place for almost 
every service between 12 July and Christmas 2026.  Some items are still outstanding, and there 
are some areas where more support is needed.  In particular we need one or two more helpers 
for the Thursday morning Toddler Group.  They would not need to be there every Thursday.  
Contact Janet Hamer for more information about this.  We have still not appointed a new 
Treasurer to replace Simon Young.  
We have identified that the lower steps to the churchyard from Church Road are unsafe and 
should not be used until we have done some work to remove tree roots, re-set the steps and 
ideally provide a handrail.  This is a project which may take some time. Meanwhile the steps 
will be cordoned off, and people will be directed not to use them.  
 

Holiday Club 
We are into the summer term, so we are getting organised for Holiday Club. Please could you 
collect for us:  
Newspapers, cardboard tubes and egg boxes. We have enough drinks cartons/milk cartons so 
thank you for all those who already gave them. Our aim is to decorate and turn them into small 
window boxes. 
Please deliver to me or bring to Church. Thank you         Valerie 
 

 
World Scout Jamboree, Poland 2027 – Please Support Sam 

 
Many of you will know that I have been lucky enough to be selected as part of the UK 
contingent for the World Scout Jamboree in Poland 
in 2027.  This a once in-a-lifetime international Scouting adventure that brings together 
thousands of young people from around the world to learn, lead, and connect.  This is a great 
honour, but to make this dream a reality, I need to raise £3500. Along with the other selected 
Aspley Guise Scouts and Explorers I have been busy fundraising though bag packs, cakes 
sales, curry nights, making and selling crafts – (thank you to those of you who have bought 
items at the Woburn Sands market) and many other activities. 
  
To boost our fundraising efforts, the four selected Aspley Guise Scouts and Explorers will be 
cycling the distance from the Aspley Guise Scout Hut to the Jamboree site (Sobieszewo Island, 
Poland) this summer – a massive 993 miles. I would be really grateful if you could sponsor 
me to cycle my 249 miles – thank you to those who already have.  
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There will be sponsor forms in Church or you can sponsor me online through my GoFundMe 
page:  https://www.gofundme.com/f/help-get-sam-to-poland-for-the-2027-world-scout-
jamboree  or use the QR Code below.        

Thank you        Sam 
 

 
 

Advance Diary Dates 
Saturday 4 July  10.00 am Coffee Morning in St Michael’s 
Sunday 5 July  9.45 am Parish Communion 

Diana’s last Sunday in St Michael’s 
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Parish Safeguarding Support Officer 
We have been asked by the Diocese for our help in advertising this important Parish 
Safeguarding Support Officer role in Pew News. 
This is a full-time paid role, which could also be for two part-time equivalent individuals. 
The purpose of the role is to support the Diocesan Safeguarding Team to bridge the gap 
between national safeguarding requirements and standards and local parish implementation 
and to provide technical and administrative guidance to Parish Safeguarding Officers 
(PSOs) and clergy. See link below. 
 

For Your Prayers 
If you would like to include someone in our prayers, please contact Ruth or Gerry 
Cullinan, or the editor of Pew News directly. Names will normally remain in Pew News 
for a month, unless we are asked to keep them there for longer. 

This week we are asked to pray for Stephen Hibberd, Mary Biles, Stephen Biles 
and David, Francis Wagg, Jean, Sue Brown, Phil Wagg, Noah, Jack and Lucy. 
We continue to remember and give thanks for all those faithful members of St 
Michael’s who are unable to get to church due to illness or frailty. 
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https://www.stalbansdiocese.org/vacancies/parish-safeguarding-support-officer/ 
 
The deadline for applications is Wednesday 1 July 2026.Many thanks.  
The Safeguarding Team 
 
 
  

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please send anything for inclusion in ‘Pew News’ to Robin at pewnews@btinternet.com or 
Tel: 07792 287447 by Friday lunchtime each week. Our website is 
www.stmichaelsws.org.uk. and our Facebook Page is St Michael’s Church, Woburn 
Sands. A copy of each week’s Pew News can be found on our website under Newsletter. 


