Sermon Sunday 28 June 2026
Fourth Sunday after Trinity

Genesis 22: 1 — 14; Romans 6: 12 — end;
Matthew 10: 40 — 42

Welcome and Hospitality

Of the many possible themes from our readings
today, I have chosen ‘Welcome and Hospitality’.

To begin, I’d like to invite you to spend a few
moments thinking about a time when someone
showed you true welcome and hospitality. What
did they do — or not do — or say? How did the
experience make you feel?

Every culture has different expectations and rules
around hospitality; there are many stories in the
Bible about this. A couple of weeks ago we heard
the story of God visiting Abram with an important
message in the form of three men. Angels it
seems. Abram busies himself to make appropriate
arrangements to receive such illustrious guests.
Much later the New Testament writer to the
Hebrews references this as “entertaining angels

unawares” (Hebrews 13:2). Another story we’ve
thought about recently is that of Zacchaeus, the
tax collector whom no one likes, who invites
Jesus to a party in his home. He must have been
overjoyed when Jesus accepted.

Jesus himself commented on the grudging and
inhospitable behaviour he experienced when
invited to dinner by a leading Pharisee (Luke 7).
But Jesus could also be a difficult dinner guest.
And he told plenty of stories about parties — some
of which must have discomfited his hosts. Like
the one when all those who had been invited made
excuses to the host, who then sent out his servant
to find anyone any everyone off the streets
instead.

So — back to where I started. What is real genuine
welcome and hospitality like? The best?

Any thoughts?

Well, it makes you relax, doesn’t it? You know
you can be yourself. It’s an act of love.
Thankfully, I’ve experienced it often. Your hosts
thoughtfully give you what you need — and often
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the best of what they have — but they don’t crowd
you or place expectations on you. You don’t have
to do ‘small talk’. The best hospitality allows us
simply to be, just as we are, however, we happen
to be feeling. It gives, but doesn’t require us to
give in return. We know we are in a ‘safe’ place.
And we know too that someone will be willing to
hear how we really feel — but they won’t insist on
us telling them if we don’t want to.

Offering that kind of welcome and hospitality to
one another is one of the things we’re called to as
a Christian community. It’s really important. And
I do believe it’s going on quietly amongst us at St
Michael’s all the time. Thank you.

We’re also called to open ourselves to others -
where we work, live or spend our leisure time.
And especially of course to those who visit our
church. We’re not perfect at St Michael’s, but |
think we are, on the whole, friendly to visitors.
The way we welcomed John a few weeks ago on
the day of our last coffee morning was a good
example of this. The more difficult thing, I think,
1s sometimes to notice the people who are not
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speaking to anyone after the service — because we
are so busy with our conversations!

Several years back now, some of our congregation
involved themselves directly in welcoming
refugees from Ukraine. The Government has just
announced a new refugee sponsorship route into
the UK for refugees more widely. It will be open
to churches to sponsor. Who knows, one day St
Michael’s might want to consider this as an
expression of Christian welcome?

To summarise so far - Our hospitality to one
another is a vital part of our fellowship, an
expression of our faith and our love for one
another. The way we welcome newcomers and
visitors can be an important witness to our faith —
as long as it’s genuine, open and not coercive in
any way. We have another opportunity to
welcome people next Saturday — to our next
coffee morning!

I want to turn now from our welcome to others, to
think about the way God welcomes us. God has
been inviting his people into relationship with him
ever since Abram set out on his first journey. (We
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heard about that a few weeks ago too). The
prophet Isaiah expresses God’s invitation by
saying “Ho, everyone who thirsts, come to the
waters; and you that have no money, come, buy
and eat!” (Isaiah 55) An invitation to a free
banquet! Jesus takes up this theme again in the
words “Let anyone who 1is thirsty come to me”
(John 7:37) shouted to the crowds at the climax of
a festival; and after the feeding of the 5,000 he
described himself as the bread of life (John 6:35).

Most poignant of all, is the image at the end of
Jesus’ story of the Prodigal Son. Here is the old
man welcoming home his son, who has finally
come to his senses after squandering his
inheritance, and returned to the Father who loves
Him. The message — However far we walk away,

God is always waiting to welcome us back into
his household.

For our offertory hymn we shall be singing a
version of Psalm 139 “O God, you search me, and
you know me. All my thoughts lie open to your
gaze. When [ walk or lie down you are before me:
ever the maker and keeper of my days.” It’s
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impossible to escape God’s love. We are
completely known and understood by God. He
knows us better than we even know ourselves. All
our needs, our fears, our desires. Therefore God
offers us the most perfect hospitality of all. As
one NT writer puts it “There is no fear in love, for
perfect love casts out fear, for fear has to do with
punishment.” (1 John 4:18) And in Jesus, God
has taken on Himself the punishment for all of our
sins and failings.

This means we have nothing to fear from
accepting God’s invitation to become His sons
and daughters, to join his family, his household.

And the closer we stay to our Lord, the better we
are able to offer that same invitation, welcome and
hospitality to others.

Amen

Revd Diana Young






