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Sermon for Sunday 14 February 2021- Sunday before Lent Year B – 2 Corinthians 4: 3 – 6; 
Mark 9: 2 – 9 – The Transfiguration  
 
February is the month when the light returns.  As the angle of the earth changes relative to the 
sun the quality of the light changes too.  It’s not just that we begin to notice that the days are 
lengthening.   I’ve been especially aware of this recently on some bitterly cold walks in the 
woods in the snow with bright blue skies above.  What a contrast with the dark and misty days 
of January.  
 
Light features in our Gospel reading today too.   The light of transfiguration.  Jesus has taken 
Peter, James and John up a high mountain, and there his appearance changes.  His clothes 
become dazzling white, whiter than anyone could bleach them or, in some texts, whiter than 
snow.  Matthew and Luke record that Jesus’ face also changed.  Luke says that it shone ‘like the 
sun’ (Mark 9: 2 – 8; Matthew 17: 1 – 8; Luke 9: 28 – 36).  Think of the effect of strong sunlight 
on snow in high mountains.  It is quite literally dazzling.  If we’re lucky enough to be there we 
probably all reach for our sunglasses.  
 
But this wasn’t sunlight on snow.  Peter, James and John, the three disciples who were closest 
to Jesus, were allowed a privileged glimpse of the glory of God shining out in the person of 
Jesus.  This was Jesus, the light of the world.  No wonder they were confused and terrified and 
didn’t know how to react.  Jesus reassures them, but tells them not to talk about what they 
have seen until after he has been raised from the dead.  The brightness of this moment has 
been given to the three disciples in order to carry them through the darkness and confusion of 
what follows.  Jesus sets his face towards Jerusalem, and suffering and death.  He knows He is 
not the kind of Messiah that anyone was expecting.  He knows that even his closest disciples 
can’t grasp what he has begun to tell them about his death.  So just for a moment He reveals 
His glory in a direct way.  Something for them to look back on later.  
 
I wonder if we get glimpses of that glory too?  In our reading from 2 Corinthians, Paul has this 
to say, “For it is the God who said, ‘Let light shine out of darkness,’ who has shone in our hearts 
to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ Jesus.” (2 Corinthians 
4: 6).  In other words, God who made all the light there is at creation also makes light in our 
hearts through the Holy Spirit.  Because of this we too are able to see the glory of God as we 
look at Jesus.  When it comes to faith we don’t do all the work.  It’s the Holy Spirit who makes it 
possible for us to believe in Jesus. So like Peter, James and John, although not in quite the same 
way, we and all Christians have been privileged to see the light of the glory of God in the face of 
Jesus.  That is why we believe in Jesus.   
 
There are three moments in the Gospel of Mark when Jesus is proclaimed as the Son of God. 
The first, which we thought about a few weeks ago, was at Jesus’ baptism, when the voice 
came from heaven saying, ‘You are my Son, the Beloved, with you I am well pleased.’ (Mark 1: 
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11).  The second is here at the transfiguration when the voice says ‘This is my Son, the Beloved.  
Listen to him!’ (Mark 9: 7).  The third proclamation is made by the centurion just after Jesus has 
died, ‘Truly this man was God’s Son’ (Mark 15: 39).  For Jesus, glory and suffering are 
inextricably linked.   
 
As we look back over our lives, and our Christian lives, we may be able to remember bright 
moments that still sustain our faith in dark times.  Moments of transfiguration when we were 
especially aware of the presence and the glory of Jesus.  We even call them ‘mountaintop 
experiences’.  Those moments are given to us  as this moment was given to Peter, James and 
John, to sustain us when we face confusion, difficulty or doubt.  We can hold on to them when 
all seems dark.  We can hold on too to the truth of Paul’s words that the light of God has shone 
in our hearts to reveal Jesus as the Lord of glory.   
 
It seems to me a mercy that Lent and Spring coincide.  And a special mercy this Lent when all 
around us there is so much darkness, confusion and uncertainty.  At the same time as we 
prepare to examine ourselves and to do battle against the darkness in our own hearts and lives, 
we see the light returning more and more.  Signs of new life all around us.  Signs of hope from 
God who never gives up on us or on our world.   All of this brings me to our collect for today, 
which I’m going to pray now.  
 
Almighty Father, 
whose Son was revealed in majesty 
before he suffered death upon the cross: 
give us grace to perceive his glory, 
that we may be strengthened to suffer with him 
and be changed into his likeness, from glory to glory; 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen  
 


