Sermon Sunday 21 June 2026 Third Sunday
after Trinity

Genesis 21: 8 — 21; Romans 6: 1b — 11;
Matthew 10: 24 — 39

Jesus the Motivational Speaker

I wonder, when was the last time you listened to a
motivational speaker? Someone whose job it was
to get you fired up to do something, or perhaps to
keep going in difficult circumstances? Having
had several visits to Bletchley Park during our
time here, Churchill comes to mind to me - as a
great encourager to action. Here’s an extract from
one of his most famous speeches - delivered at the
House of Commons on 4 June 1940 — just after
the evacuation of Dunkirk when Britain was in a
very tight spot.

“ We shall go on to the end, we shall fight in
France, we shall fight on the seas and oceans, we
shall fight with growing confidence and growing
strength in the air, we shall defend our Island,
whatever the cost may be, we shall fight on the
beaches, we shall fight on the landing grounds, we
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shall fight in the fields and in the streets, we shall
fight in the hills; we shall never surrender...” and
S0 it goes on.

It’s a masterful speech, which motivates without
at all denying the seriousness of the situation.
And motivate it did.

At the time when Matthew was writing his Gospel
the Christian community was in a difficult place.
Most of their fellow-Jews had not accepted the
message of Jesus, and groups which at first had
been welcomed in synagogues as a sub-set of the
Jewish community were being thrown out.
Families were divided as some adopted the new
faith and others did not. The resulting divisions
could be bitter. Think back perhaps to the chaos
caused in political parties, and in some families
by the Brexit vote.

Jesus’ words to his disciples speak beyond the
immediate moment in the Gospel story and seem
to address this painful division. They are an
inspired mix of challenge and comfort. We’ll
begin with the challenge.



As disciples of Jesus, we need to be realistic about
the consequences. If the worldly powers hated
Jesus so much that they put him to death, they are
not going to like his followers either. The
challenge to us is, despite this, to be willing to
acknowledge that we are disciples and to boldly
live out our faith. This is sometimes going to take
courage. Jesus warns that those who deny Him,
He will also deny before His Father in Heaven.
Perhaps fortunately, in view of this, we’re also
given, elsewhere in the Bible, the example of
Peter, who so famously denied Jesus, and yet was
forgiven.

Jesus says that, because of him, division of all
sorts is going to happen; most painfully of all,
even in families, as the prophet Micah foresaw. In
the past, living in London, I’ve known at least one
person who had to flee to the UK from another
country having been disowned by their family
because they had become a Christian. They made
the difficult choice to put Jesus first. The church
was then truly their family in every sense.

But, as well as challenge, there is encouragement
in Jesus’ words too. We’re invited not to ignore,
but to face our deepest fears and to see where they
come from. We need to know who to fear,
because there 1s good fear — which takes us closer
to God, and bad fear — which takes us away. Our
heavenly Father loves us and cares tenderly for us,
so that even the hairs on our heads are numbered.
Even the most terrible things we might face on
earth cannot change this. The only thing
ultimately to fear is final separation from God,
who is the source of all life. Everything else, even
the destruction of the body in death, rests in the
hands of the Father, who loves us.

This is no easy encouragement, but one which
requires us to trust God absolutely.

Finally, Jesus assures us “Those who find their
life will lose it, and those who lose their life for
my sake will find it.” In other words, those who
give the highest priority to protecting themselves
— and perhaps also their family life — will find that
there is nothing left to protect, but the person who



surrenders their freedom to Christ will find
themselves.

I once knew a lovely retired clergyman and his
wife. They had retired to Ashburton in Devon,
where I spent much of my childhood. They
always loved to see us and our young family when
we visited. Their own family — including
grandchildren - were abroad with a Christian
organisation serving as missionaries. They felt all
the pain of separation, but they still overflowed
with love and joy. Here was a family who had put
Jesus first.

We are not all called to make such sacrifices. On
the contrary, caring for our families is part of our
God-given duty. But the principle holds.

As his disciples, Jesus calls us to trust Him with
everything we are, and all that is most precious to
us. He will not let us down.

Amen

Rev Diana Young



