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Sermon for Mothering Sunday 2022 – 27 March 
– 1 Samuel 1: 20 – end; Colossians 3: 12 – 17; 
Luke 2: 33 – 35 

The Mother-Love of God  

Yesterday I came across a beautiful prayer 
written in the twelfth century by Anselm.  
Anselm was an Italian Benedictine Monk who 
was Archbishop of Canterbury in the late 11th 
and early 12th century.  It comes with a slight 
health warning because of course we have to 
recognise that not everyone has the ideal 
experience of motherhood which it portrays.  
Here it is –  

Jesus, like a mother you gather your people to 
you; 
You are gentle with us as a mother with her 
children. 
 
Despair turns to hope through your sweet 
goodness; 
Through your gentleness we find comfort in 
fear. 
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Your warmth gives life to the dead,  
Your touch makes sinners righteous. 
 
Lord Jesus in your mercy heal us; 
In your love and tenderness remake us. 
 
In your compassion bring grace and forgiveness, 
For the beauty of heaven may your love prepare 
us.    Amen  
 
I wonder how it feels to have Jesus compared to 
the ideal mother?   How do we respond to the 
idea of the mother-love of God? 
 
I’m always interested when preparing couples 
for marriage when I come across people who 
are not sure that they want to be parents.  
Perhaps they simply enjoy the freedom of a 
lifestyle without children.  Or perhaps they are 
more aware than many of the risks of 
parenthood and the possibility of pain.  We have 
sadly seen plenty of examples of this on our 
news screens in recent weeks.  There are now 
many bereaved parents and families in Ukraine 
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and in Russia too.  And we see too the distress 
of parents making long, difficult and dangerous 
journeys to safety with young children.  We can 
only imagine the grief of those whose children 
have been killed in the conflict.  
 
Hannah, who featured in our first reading today 
would certainly have had something to say 
about the pain of separation as she left her 
longed for firstborn child Samuel at the Temple 
in the care of Eli and only visited occasionally.  
Mary, who we’re told in John’s Gospel stood at 
the foot of the Cross, experienced the 
unbearable pain of seeing the suffering and 
death of a beloved child in adult life.  
 
Their stories remind us – as if we needed a 
reminder – that to love is always a risk.  It opens 
us up to the possibility of pain.  The more we 
love, the deeper our pain may be.   
 
The whole of Creation is an expression of God’s 
love.  At this time of year with the beauty of 
Spring all around us it’s perhaps easy to 
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recognise this.  Everything in my garden 
certainly seems to be singing God’s praises just 
now.   But God took an extraordinary risk when 
He created us human beings and made us 
capable of exercising free will - so that we could 
choose to reject Him.  And He didn’t stop there.   
As we read in John’s Gospel, “ God so loved the 
world that he gave his one and only Son, that 
whoever believes in him shall not perish but 
have eternal life.” (John 3: 16).   God’s love for 
us is so deep that He took the risk of sending 
Jesus to show us what God is like.  God walking 
among us as a human being; teaching;  healing;  
tortured and put to death, but rising again from 
the dead. Because of this we know that we are 
forgiven for the terrible mess we make of the 
world, and even death itself has been defeated.  
The poet R S Thomas puts it like this -   
 
The Coming – R S Thomas  

 

And God held in his hand 
A small globe.  Look he said. 
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The son looked.  Far off, 
As through water, he saw 
A scorched land of fierce 
Colour.  The light burned 
There; crusted buildings 
Cast their shadows: a bright 
Serpent, A river 
Uncoiled itself, radiant 
With slime. 
               On a bare 
Hill a bare tree saddened 
The sky.  many People 
Held out their thin arms 
To it, as though waiting 
For a vanished April 
To return to its crossed 
Boughs.  The son watched 
Them.  Let me go there, he said.  

 
As Anselm put it, centuries before, “Despair 
turns to hope through your sweet goodness; 
Through your gentleness we find comfort in 
fear. Your warmth gives life to the dead, Your 
touch makes sinners righteous.” 
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So what is our response to the mother-love of 
God, as it is expressed in Jesus? 
 
We might learn something from Hannah’s 
response to having her prayer answered. In 
Chapter 2 of 1 Samuel, Hannah breaks into a 
song of praise which is similar to Mary’s great 
song of praise, the Magnificat.  And Hannah was 
so grateful to God for answering her prayer and 
giving her the child she longed for after years of 
childlessness that she dedicated Samuel to God.  
She gave him up so that he could live in the 
Temple and serve the old priest Eli.  I’m not 
remotely suggesting that we should emulate 
that sort of behaviour with our children.  The 
point is that Hannah showed her gratitude to 
God in a way which was both practical and 
costly to her.  God rewarded her with more 
children (we’re told three sons and two 
daughters), and Samuel grew up to be a great 
prophet and leader of his people.   
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So how do we respond to the deep deep love of 
God expressed in Jesus? 
 
Adoration, gratitude, obedience.  
 
Let’s pray Anselm’s prayer together -  
 
Jesus, like a mother you gather your people to 
you; 
You are gentle with us as a mother with her 
children. 
 
Despair turns to hope through your sweet 
goodness; 
Through your gentleness we find comfort in 
fear. 
 
Your warmth gives life to the dead,  
Your touch makes sinners righteous. 
 
Lord Jesus in your mercy heal us; 
In your love and tenderness remake us. 
 
In your compassion bring grace and forgiveness, 
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For the beauty of heaven may your love prepare 
us.    
 
Amen  
 
 


