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Sermon for Sunday 31 October 2021 

All Saints Day 

Isaiah 25: 6 – 9; Revelation 21: 1 – 6a; John 11: 
32 – 44 

“It is done!  I am the Alpha and the Omega, the 
beginning and the end”  (Revelation 21: 6a) 

So speaks the voice of the One seated on the 
throne – the voice of God -  in John’s vision of 
the new Jerusalem which we just heard in our 
second reading this morning.   

This vision of the Holy City is the climax of the 
book of Revelation.  John’s vision of when 
everything has been brought to fulfilment at the 
end of time.   This is picture-language.  We’re 
not meant to take it literally.  John is trying to 
put into words things that can’t be understood 
by us limited human beings -  what God has 
revealed to him about our final destiny.   

John speaks, not of a return to the innocence of 
the Garden of Eden, but of a holy city.  This new 
city is the fulfilment of all our human hopes and 
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dreams for community and security.  It contains 
all that is best in our communities and cities.  
God is making “all things new,”  not “all new 
things”.   In other words, this is a repairing of 
human community and society.  God isn’t going 
to throw away all that humanity has achieved, 
but He is going to restore it and bring it to 
perfection, making good everything that we 
have spoiled.   

That means that all of our struggles to bring 
about a better world, to bring in God’s kingdom, 
will be taken up; they are not in vain.  
Everything we do for good will contribute to 
God’s final restoration of all things.  What an 
encouragement to us not to give up doing good! 

We get lots more detail about what the city is 
like in the rest of the Chapter.  It’s a perfect 
cube; it has walls and gates, but the gates are 
always open.  This is an inclusive and welcoming 
place, but it is also secure – no evil can enter 
here.  There is no temple (or church), no sun or 
moon to give light.  They are not necessary, 
because “the home of God is among mortals.  
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He will dwell with them: they will be his 
peoples.” (Revelation 21|: 3)  God, who is Light,  
will dwell in the city, intimately close to all the 
peoples who live there.  And notice it’s peoples, 
not people.  This is not just a place for God’s 
chosen people.  This is a place for all peoples.     

“It is done!” says the voice.  What a vision of 
what will ultimately be!  What an 
encouragement to us.  

By contrast our Gospel reading, part of the story 
of the raising of Lazarus, raises more questions 
than it answers.  If you remember the beginning 
of the story, when Jesus hears that his friend 
Lazarus is ill, he deliberately delays going to visit 
him.  Jesus knows, before He arrives in Bethany, 
that Lazarus has died.  As he’s arriving, first 
Martha and then Mary accuse Him, “Lord, if you 
had been here, my brother would not have 
died.” (John 11: 21, 32). They know and trust His 
healing powers.  So - why did Jesus delay?  Why 
did Jesus let Lazarus die, if he loved him, as he 
clearly did?   
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This is very much the world we live in, isn’t it?  
These are the kinds of questions we ask when 
those we love fall ill and sometimes, very sadly 
die.  There is so much we don’t understand.  
There are no easy answers, and God often 
seems silent.  We haven’t yet reached the state 
of light and perfection of the Holy City, the place 
where there will be no more mourning and 
crying and death and God will wipe away our 
tears.   We may get glimpses of light, but we 
don’t see fully.   

On the cross, John records Jesus saying “It is 
finished” (John 19:30) in the moment before he 
dies.  Jesus came to free us from all the sin and 
evil and darkness in our lives and in the world.  
And he came to take away death.   

But we are still living in the in-between times, 
between the coming of Jesus and the end of the 
world.  We haven’t yet reached the perfection 
and fulfilment of the Holy City.   

The story of Lazarus doesn’t give us any easy 
answers, but it does tell us that Jesus has the 
power to raise the dead.  Mary and Martha have 
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to go through the experience of losing their 
beloved brother and of grieving for him.  They 
have to wait for Jesus to raise Him.  We too 
have to wait and trust Jesus that all those who 
have gone before us are held in God’s loving 
hands.   And that one day we shall all be raised 
again.  It is finished; it is done,  but we have not 
yet reached the Holy City.  

Today is All Saints Day.  A reminder that as we 
journey on we can take inspiration and comfort 
from those who have gone before us and who 
already worship before the throne of God.  In 
our collect today we read these words: 

“you have knit together your elect in one 
communion and fellowship in the mystical body 
of your Son Christ our Lord.” 

We are surrounded by a great cloud of 
witnesses who have gone before us.  In a few 
moments I’m going to use a special prayer for 
All Saints Day which has these words: 

In communion with angels and archangels, 
and with all who served you on earth 
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and worship you now in heaven, 
we raise our voice to proclaim your glory, 
 
Whenever we gather around the Lord’s table we 
move outside time to a place where all God’s 
people in this world and the next join their 
voices in God’s praise.  This is what is meant by 
the ‘communion of saints’.  The veil between 
this world and the next is much thinner than we 
sometimes think.   
 
Here, as we worship, around God’s table,  we 
are outside time.  Here we can hear God say:  
“It is done!  I am the Alpha and the Omega, the 
beginning and the end”  
 
Amen  
 
Revd Diana Young  
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