Sermon for Sunday 5 July 2026
Fifth Sunday after Trinity

Genesis 24: 34 - 38; Romans 7: 15 - 25a;
Matthew 11: 16 — 19, 25 — end

Last Sunday at St Michael’s Church

One of the delights (and occasional terrors) for
me of Parish ministry has been working with
children. I'm not a teacher by background.
Whole school assemblies. The challenge of how
to keep the tinies in the front row and the nearly
teens at the back equally engaged. Family service
talks. I've played to some tough audiences! Not
so much about asking the questions — but dealing
with the answers. One child | baptised tried to
climb into the font. Fewer have cried than |
expected. On the whole I’'m at my most relaxed
with the toddlers where all you have to do is keep
them safe and join in with their play.

We know that Jesus loved and valued children,
and he often used them as illustrations -usually

positive ones. Here, we have some fractious
children sitting in the market place. One group
wants to play a jolly music and dancing game —
maybe a pretend wedding, but the others won’t
join in. The second group seems to be into
pretend funerals instead. That doesn’t sound like
fun to the first group. The picture speaks to the
idea that we tend to want to make God in our
own image and to practise our faith according to
our own comforting routine.

John the Baptist and Jesus took people out of
their comfort zones. Especially the most religious
who thought their relationship with God was
comfortably sorted. Neither John the Baptist
with his message of repentance and judgement,
nor Jesus with his kindness, compassion and joy
could draw them away from their own religious
games.

It’s a tough message, reflecting Jesus’ experience
of preaching to his own people. Relatively few
accepted Him.



When | speak at baptisms, | often reflect on the
difference between being ‘childish’” and ‘childlike’.
The children in our first picture are indeed
behaving childishly — and spoiling their own fun
in the process. Later in our passage, Jesus
mentions children again. Now He talks about
things being hidden from the wise and intelligent
and revealed to infants. Small children are
amazing, aren’t they? There’s a stage when they
ask the most wonderful questions — and
sometimes have truly profound thoughts. Before
they have had the imagination squeezed out of
them. Small children are explorers - trusting,
curious, open and vulnerable. Generally open to
new things, and full of wonder.

These are the qualities Jesus values, and the ones
which help us to develop our relationship with
God. The heart of our faith is knowing God, not
knowing about God.

So, Jesus says ‘Come to me...." as God had been
saying to His people for centuries, and as He is
still saying to us today.

‘Come to me all you that are weary and are
carrying heavy burdens, and | will give you rest.

Surely the perfect message for a weary Vicar on
her last Sunday? [I’ll be straight on the sunbed
tomorrow — provided it’s not too hot!

But Jesus’ idea of rest isn’t doing nothing. Jesus
invites us to take up his yoke and learn from him.
It’s an invitation to a working relationship with
Jesus — whether like me we’re entering a new
phase of life, or whether we’re keeping going
where we are.

This is one of Jesus’ many agricultural images.
You might imagine the kind of yoke you see in
medieval pictures — a wooden frame over the
shoulders with perhaps a bucket hanging from
each side. That’s not quite what Jesus means.
This is a double-yoke for oxen. A young ox would
be yoked to a mature one who knew how to obey
the driver’s instructions. The young ox would be
guided by its partner until it learned how to
follow the will of its master or mistress. If we



translate this image into following Jesus, it’s not
really following at all —it’s going together side by
side and being guided by Him as we learn to
discern and obey the will of the Father.

Many of us have many burdens of all kinds — not
least those who are going to be leading the
church during the interregnum — or vacancy. In
this picture we exchange our heavy burden,
whatever it might be, for a burden shared with
Christ. So may that be an encouragement to us
all. To come to Jesus, who knows us through and
through, and who will not ask of us more than we
can do or bear. To accept His love, peace and
goodness in place of our own anxiety and
struggle. That is the rest He offers.

My prayer for you as | leave is that you continue
to love and support one another. Be patient.
Have faith. God knows what He is doing — with
Simon and me and with you. Be kind to
yourselves too. And above all - Pray. Amen

Revd Diana Young



