
1 
 

Sermon for Sunday 6 June 2021 – Year B Proper 5 – 1 Samuel 8: 4 – 11, 16 – 20; Mark 3: 20 – 
end 

The Kingdom of God Breaks in  

I wonder if there’s any one of us who hasn’t at some time dreamed of becoming a celebrity?  
Perhaps you imagine winning Britain’s Got Talent?  Or becoming a member of the Royal Family?  
Or writing a best-seller – or several?  I can’t claim to know any celebrities well, though I’ve 
come across a few.  But I do know someone who made a conscious decision not to become 
one.  He was on one of the three tube trains which were bombed in a terrorist attack in London 
on 7 July 2005.   He was very badly injured, but he survived and has carried on with his life.   He 
told me there was a moment when he could have chosen to become a celebrity.  And he didn’t.   
He balanced up the possible pluses with the less welcome effects on his life and his family  – 
and he decided to stay quiet and private.  

Jesus had no such choice.  He knew he was God’s Son, the beloved, as He had been proclaimed 
by God at His baptism (Mark 1:11).   The first three Chapters of Mark’s Gospel move at a 
breathless pace.  As Jesus begins His ministry of teaching and healing, the Kingdom of God is 
breaking in on the world.  (Mark 1: 15).   The power of God is unleashed, and Jesus quickly 
becomes a celebrity.  By Chapter 3 – our Gospel reading - there’s a huge crowd following him 
everywhere he goes.   A great heaving struggling mass of people who are desperate to stay 
close to Jesus for all sorts of reasons; and they have no concern or respect for Jesus’ private life 
or his family.  The family probably knew that Jesus was special. But they didn’t expect anything 
like this.  They are shocked, bewildered, and angry that they’re getting a bad reputation with 
their neighbours because of all of this.  They begin to wonder if what some people are saying is 
right and Jesus is out of his mind.  They try repeatedly, but without success, to bring Him to 
order and to calm things down.   

Jesus ignores them and resists them.  Despite being His family nothing that they do or say can 
divert Him from what God has called Him to do.  Besides being a son and a brother, He has 
another identity to fulfil – that of Son of God.  From now on, He says, “Whoever does the will of 
God is my brother and sister and mother.” (Mark 3: 35).    We’re not told what this cost Him or 
His earthly family.  The Gospels aren’t interested in Jesus’ private life. Although there are hints 
here and there that Jesus cared for His family and that He had close friends too.  And he formed 
the community of the twelve apostles around Himself.   

But Jesus’ attitude to His family, the way He always puts God first, stands as a challenge to us 
all, as His followers.  His focus was on the new community He was forming, which would 
become the church.   How central is God in our hearts and lives?  Who really, in practice, comes 
first?  God or family – or perhaps something or someone else?  There has to be a balance there 
which honours God first, as well as family and other commitments.  It’s not easy.  That’s the 
first thought that I want to draw out from today’s Gospel.   
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The second is different.  As I said, in these early chapters of Mark’s Gospel we see the power of 
God unleashed through Jesus. The effects are dramatic.  Different people react in different 
ways to this.  Many of the crowd are just there for the show, to be in on the action.  Others 
have been following Jesus from the first as His disciples (Mark 1: 16f).  The twelve apostles have 
been appointed (Mark 3: 13f).  But many are still trying to make up their minds about what on 
earth is going on.  

The forces of evil react very strongly to what Jesus is doing – healing, cleansing, forgiving sins 
and driving out evil spirits.  They immediately recognise Jesus for who He is, the Holy one of 
God (Mark 1: 24).   They are terrified, knowing as they do that Jesus has absolute power over 
them.  Some even shout out “You are the Son of God!” (Mark 3: 11).  

The religious leaders are just as unsettled – or possibly even more so - than Jesus’ family, 
because their authority is being directly challenged.   Jesus and His disciples don’t obey their 
rules for living a holy life; rules set down in Scripture and elaborated to the nth degree by the 
scribes and Pharisees.  So they start to make pacts and conspire against Jesus.   The scribes 
suggest that Jesus must be casting out demons because through Satan or Beelzebul.  (Mark 3: 
23).  Jesus points out the absurdity of this.  Why would Satan consent to be defeated by 
Himself? (Mark 3: 24 f).  

For the answer to their accusations they only have to open their minds as well as their eyes.  To 
really see what is truly happening.   People are being healed in their droves – of physical and 
spiritual illnesses; sins are being forgiven; those who are beyond the pale of respectability are 
being rehabilitated – made clean again.  The Kingdom of God is breaking in in a new and 
powerful way.  And all of this happens around Jesus.   

Anyone who thinks this is evil at work must have made a conscious decision not to see God at 
work bringing all of this healing and restoration and goodness into peoples’ lives.  Because you 
can’t confuse God’s living liberating Spirit with the death-dealing imprisoning spirit of evil.  You 
can’t confuse them by accident.  You can do it only if you reject God and prefer to be bound 
yourself and see others in chains rather than accept Jesus for who He is.  This is what it means 
to blaspheme against the Holy Spirit.  

So let us ask God to give us open minds and open eyes so that we can see the signs of His 
kingdom around us now – and join in with what Jesus is already doing amongst us and in our 
community.  

 

Amen  


