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Sermon Sunday 7 June 2026 

First Sunday after Trinity 

Genesis 12: 1 – 9; Romans 4: 13 – end; 
Matthew 9: 9 – 13, 18 – 26  

Faith and Rejoicing  

“Go and learn what this means, I desire mercy, not 
sacrifice. For I have come not to call the righteous 
but sinners.” (Matthew 9:13; Hosea 6:6) 

Our readings today take us right back to the very 
beginning of the story of God’s people, the family 
of Abraham.  At the beginning of the book of 
Genesis God speaks, calling into being everything 
that is in our created world.  Now he speaks again 
to one man, Abram, just at the point when it seems 
his family will die out because he has no heir and 
has reached old age.  God tells Abram to leave his 
land, his family and everything he knows and to 
set off for a new land which God will show him.  
He promises that Abram will become a great 
nation, he will be blessed, and that all the families 
of the earth will be blessed through him.  Abram 
obeys.  His story is long and not without its downs 
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as well as ups.  Abram never entered the Promised 
Land as more than a visitor, although his offspring 
did.  The story of Abram shows us that God fulfils 
his promises.  We are indeed all blessed through 
Abraham in the person of Jesus.  For New 
Testament writers like Paul, writing to the 
Romans, and therefore for us all, Abram becomes 
a great archetype or example of faith.  He heard 
the voice of God.  He believed.  He steadfastly set 
out and followed.  

Fast forward to our Gospel reading, and here is 
Matthew the tax collector, sitting in his booth.  No 
one liked tax collectors in first century Israel.  For 
one thing, they were agents of the Roman 
occupying power.  For another they were almost 
invariably corrupt, extorting even more than was 
required in order to enrich themselves.   But Jesus 
stops, looks at Matthew and says, ‘Follow me’.  
Matthew too, like Abram, must step away from 
the certainties of his old life into something 
unknown, riskier, even dangerous.  We don’t 
know what was going on in his head, whether he 
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had already met Jesus and longed to follow him.  
It seems, anyway, that he didn’t hesitate.  

We do know that he threw a party to celebrate 
what had happened.  He was forgiven, welcomed 
into the community of Jesus’ disciples, and 
offered a new life.   Mark and Luke both record 
that it was he who hosted the party.  No one 
respectable would eat in the house of a tax 
collector, so the room was full of other tax 
collectors and suchlike disreputable people.  And 
Jesus came along.   

There are several other memorable parties in the 
Gospels. One of my favourite story books which 
we sometimes read to the toddlers on Thursday 
mornings includes Jesus’ parable of the lost sheep.  
At the end of the story, when he’s found his sheep, 
the farmer throws a party and invites all his 
neighbours.  ‘Rejoice with me,’ he says, ‘for I 
have found my sheep which was lost’ Jesus told 
this parable against the Pharisees and scribes 
when they had complained that He welcomed 
sinners and partied with them.   Another is the 
story of the party thrown by the Father when His 
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prodigal son finally comes home. This also 
includes the figure of the elder son, the righteous 
one, who disapproves.  

Every Sunday we meet for a party when we meet 
for the Eucharist.  We celebrate, just like Matthew 
and his friends, that we are forgiven sinners.  At 
the heart of our celebration is a reminder of the 
Cross.  Of how much God loves us and of the cost 
as shown in Jesus’ suffering and death.   

Just like Matthew and his guests we know that we 
are far from perfect.  We certainly haven’t 
‘arrived’ in any sense any more than Abram did.  
But we celebrate that like Abram and Matthew 
and countless others down the ages we have been 
called out by God to follow Him.  It’s still a risky 
business, because God calls us to place our trust 
in Him, in Jesus.  This means not relying on our 
own strength or worthiness, or our wealth or 
achievements, or even our usual routines or our 
set ways of thinking or being.  Because Jesus is 
always calling us into newness, into what he 
called ‘abundant life’ (John 10:10).  
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As part of this Jesus calls us out in compassion 
and mercy to others, and we have some examples 
of Jesus’ compassion and mercy in the rest of our 
Gospel reading.  If you want to hear what I think 
about them you’ll have to come along to 
Evensong today.  Coincidentally, the Gospel story 
is the same as part of this morning’s! 

If, for one moment we start to congratulate 
ourselves on our holiness, to forget our status as 
forgiven sinners, Jesus says to us, as he said to the 
Pharisees and scribes, “Go and learn what this 
means, I desire mercy, not sacrifice. For I have 
come not to call the righteous but sinners.” 
(Matthew 9:13; Hosea 6:6) 

Let us remember the example of faithfulness set 
by Abram, Matthew and countless others down 
the ages.  Let us rejoice in the freedom we have as 
loved and forgiven children of God.  And let us 
show mercy, compassion and love to all those we 
come into contact with, no matter who they are.  
That way we will be following the example set by 
Jesus.  

Amen  
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